
Thousands Show Support for Israel in Chicago Rally | Congressman Mark Kirk – 10th District, Illinois

      

Six days after the most recent surge of violence gripped the Middle East, thousands of families,
politicians and lunchtime passers-by congregated Monday in Chicago’s Federal Plaza in a show
of support for Israel, a nation they say must defend itself and its people from terrorism.

  

Waving Israeli and American flags and signs that read, "We Stand with Israel," an estimated
5,000 people prayed and cheered as Jewish leaders and politicians heralded Israel’s right to
defend itself.

  

"My friend, the days when the Jewish people could be terrorized into submission ended with the
Declaration of Israel in 1948," said Alan Solow of Chicago’s Jewish United Fund.

  

Republicans U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk and gubernatorial nominee Judy Baar Topinka along with
Democratic Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan all stressed American support for Israel, a
democratic country under fire from terrorists.

  

Since fighting erupted last Wednesday, more than 200 people have died in Lebanon with an
estimated 24 people dead in Israel.

  

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert Monday said fighting would end only when two captured
Israeli soldiers were freed, rocket attacks by Hezbollah on Israel stopped and the Lebanese
army deployed along the border.

  

Calling Israel’s actions violence against civilians, about four dozen members of the Palestinian
Solidarity Group protested across the street from Chicago’s Federal Plaza. They called for an
end to Israel’s military action in Lebanon and the hotly contested Gaza Strip.

  

"There isn’t necessarily anyone that feels this is going to be resolved anytime soon," organizer
Hatem Abudayeh said. "We’re very worried and we want to try to do something about it."
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